Week 3, Term 3, Thursday, 8 August 2019 ... ...
SCHOOL HOUSES
CAM CALKOEN
BOARD TALK
CLUB MEAD
MATHS WEEK
POETRY RECITAL
SPORTS UPDATE
FOMS UPDATE
KEY DATES

It was great to see everybody last week at the Parent Teacher Interviews. I enjoyed
hearing about the productive learning conversations that took place over the two
afternoons.
Over the last 3 years, we have been focusing on student agency - students having
ownership of their learning and related next steps. When I walked around the hall it was
pleasing to see that the children were doing most of the talking. This was a great sign!
We always have a near perfect turn out to our parent teacher interviews but if you were
unavailable last week we encourage you to book another time with your child's teacher.
We are looking forward to the Enviro day tomorrow - we will be going ahead between
possible rain showers. Please remember your gumboots, a rain jacket, a change of dry
clothes and a named bucket if possible.

Phil Toomer

SCHOOL HOUSES
Houses have been a great tradition in the life of Meadowbank School, providing
connections between students across the school and instilling house pride on sports days.
Over the last few years it has fallen a little bit flat and so we have spent some time this
year giving it a boost.
Each student should have by now received a slip with the name of their house, their
house colour and their house chant to learn. Last week our House Leaders dressed in their
House colours to teach the Year 3 - 6 students their chants. All involved had so much fun
and the chant volume was truly remarkable. We look forward to the next event to share our
chants with you!

This video is 90 seconds of highlights cut from the last two weeks.

CAM CALKOEN
A reminder for Year 5 and 6 parents that we are very fortunate to have Cam Calkoen
speaking at a special breakfast at Meadowbank School on Friday August 30th. Tickets are
available from the school office, $15 for 2.
Check out Cam's TEDx clip on YouTube to find out more about who he is and the
messages he shares.

Cam Calkoen TEDx clip

BOARD TALK
Last week we held our monthly Board of Trustees meeting. This was the second meeting
for our new Board.
During the meeting we had a wonderful presentation from some of the Student Playground
Committee. Lucy, Octavia and Alec explained to the Board the scoping and design process
they followed and presented some design options for the new Senior Playground. The
Board signed off on the new Senior Playground and we are looking forward to it being
opened in Term 4. The Board would like to thank all students who have been involved in
the playground design.
The Board also reviewed and discussed the regular monthly governance reports. A
highlight for the Board was discussing the Quarterly Strategic Review - this review reports
progress against the strategic goals and annual plan for the school. The Board was
pleased to note that we're making very good progress against our learning targets for the
year.
If you would like to get in touch with the Board please e-mail
boardchair@meadowbank.school.nz. The next Board newsletter will provide more
information about the new Board and its focus areas. This will be issued before the end of
Term 3.

CLUB MEAD
The numbers are increasing steadily for our Before and After School Care Programme. We
have an efficient online booking system where parents can make booking requests. It is
important that parents use this online booking system to ensure that their requests are
attended to. We encourage parents to make these booking requests in advance to secure
the space for their child. The chances are high that your booking request may not get
accepted if it is received after working hours or on a very short notice period. If you are
requesting a very late booking, it is imperative that you contact Sheetal Lawrence at
slawrence@meadowbank.school.nz to find out if the spaces are still available. We
appreciate your cooperation and understanding.

MATHS WEEK
Meadowbank School will join the rest of the country in celebrating Maths Week starting on
Monday 12th of August. Throughout this week, students will be able to participate in
Meadowbank School’s first ever mathematical Amazing Race! Students will receive a
'Route Info' card which will provide clues to the location of that day's 'Road Block'. At this
'Road Block challenge', students will complete a fun and engaging maths based activity.
We look forward to sharing photos of this event over the course of the week.

POETRY RECITAL

On Tuesday 13 August, junior school students will participate in the annual Poetry Recital.
This is a chance for students to develop their ability to speak in front of an audience in a
creative and expressive manner. For many of the finalists this is their first opportunity to
perform in front of a large group of people. Oral Language is a valued part of our school
curriculum and this experience is the first building block for students at Meadowbank
School as they work towards monologues in Year 4, and speeches in Year 5 and 6. We
look forward to hearing all our finalists on Tuesday morning.

SPORTS UPDATE
Zone Gymnastics
The Zone Gymnastics team represented the school amazingly well. Both their comradery
and gymnastic routines were really impressive. We now have over 20 students that have
qualified for the Auckland Primary Schools Champion of Champions event on September
12th.
Zone gymnastics results
Year 3
1st place - Olivia Hermez
7th place - Ava Owen
3rd place team - Olivia Hermez, Ava Owen, Yimo Zhou, Mia Ballantine
Year 4
3rd place - Mia Zhang
7th place - Esther Lee
1st place team - Mia Zhang, Esther Lee, Emily Reeves, India Baker
3rd place team - Hana Endo, Sophie Henderson, Caitlin Lock, Olivia Lidstone
3rd place - Samuel Bickley
5th place - Ollie Blair
2nd place team - Samuel Bickley, Ollie Blair, Samuel Lowe, Finn McNally
Year 5
1st place - Olivia Sue
2nd place team - Olivia Sue, Niamh Lambert, Gemma Dickinson, Sarah Mackenzie
Year 6
1st place - Rebecca Lowe
1st place team - Rebecca Lowe, Sophie Campbell, Issy Culpan, Anna Preece
3rd place team - Callie McRee, Keira James, Sienna Lidstone, Zeta Pancha
Year 5 & 6 Sports Exchange
Our next exchange is on Tuesday,13 August.
Rugby - St Kentigern Boys' School - Both teams will travel by bus departing 13:15.
Hockey - St Kentigern Boys' School - A, B & C teams will travel by bus departing 13:15.
Football - College Rifles - All teams will walk to College Rifles departing 13:10
Netball - 6A/B/C/D - College Rifles - These teams walk to College Rifles departing 13:10

Netball - 5A&B will also host SKGS on the covered courts.
Winter Field Day - All day tournament - 20th August
Netball - 6A/B and 5A/B - Windmill Road Courts - Mt Eden
Football - Acers and Barcelona - Seddon Park Fields - Meola Road - Western Springs
Hockey - A & B teams - Lloyd Elsmore Park - Lady Marie Drive - Pakuranga
Rugby - Entries to be confirmed based on players weight. Categories U45 / U55 / Open.
Where there are too few players to form a team for specific division I will endeavour to form
a team with other schools.
Cross Country
The Year 3 - Year 6 Cross Country is scheduled for Tuesday, 27 August at College Rifles.
Further details to follow closer to the time - this is a morning event.
Y3 - 2 laps no hill
Y4 - 2 laps - 1 hill on second lap
Y5 - 3 laps - 1 hill on final lap
Y6 - 3 laps - 1 hill on final lap
Zones Cross Country
The Zones Cross Country is held at St Kentigerns College, Pakuranga on Tuesday,
17 September. The save day is Thursday, 19 September. Students will travel by bus to and
from the event.

FOMS UPDATE
FOMS would like to thank you for making Mums Movie Night a sold out success and
raising $2.5k for the MakerSpace area. Special thanks to our generous sponsors and of
course to the amazing team who made it happen Sally, Sally, Diana and Karla.
Our self named subcommittee DOMS (Dads of Meadowbank School) are now switching
gear and it is all go for Dads Craft Beer night on the 24 August. Grab your tickets on kindo
and join the first ever event of this kind in our Bruce McLaren Hall.
Quiz night is just around the corner. If you are able to donate anything from a few nights at
your bach to a product or experience please get in touch. Every item helps to raise
important funds for the new MakerSpace area. Contact us at
foms@meadowbank.school.nz. In the mean time start planning your tables of 10, FOMS
has raised the bar on all events over the last year - quiz night will be no different!
Last but not least we have a special sushi lunch on the 21 August. Get those orders in on
kindo while it is fresh in your mind.The cut off is noon on the 20th August.
Thanks for all the positive support!
Your friendly FOMS Team

KEY DATES
13
13
15

Year 2 Poetry Recital
Year 5 & 6 Sports Exchange
Year 6 Puberty programme

16
19
20
22
23
27
28

Room 20, 21 & 29 Assembly
Talent Quest trials commence
Winter field day - Year 5 and 6 sports
Year 5 & 6 Speech finals
Room 6, 7 & 8 Assembly
Year 3-6 Cross country
BOT meeting

Click here for a link to the schools event calendar.
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