Meadowbank School
68 Waiatarua Road, Remuera, Auckland 1050
Phone: 520 3739
www.meadowbank.school.nz

18 October 2018

Dear Parents & Caregivers
Welcome to Term 4 and we especially welcome our 14 new students and their families to our school.
There will of course be our formal pōwhiri assembly welcome tomorrow at 2pm.
Winter is well past, there is lush new growth on the fields and in the trees, and the sun is much
higher in the sky. We do remind all families that term 4 is a hat term. If children do not wear their
hat they will not be allowed to play on the field or open courts.



We welcome Casey Frew to the Meadowbank team. Casey joined Nicky Durkin in our
Reception classroom from the start of this term. Casey comes to us with strong junior school
experience at Te Totara School in Hamilton.



We have also appointed Carlin Shaw as our new Te Reo teacher who will commence fully
from the start of the 2019 school year working with all classes across the school. Carlin comes
to us following teaching at St. Cuthberts College and Kaipara College. He also has strong
links to Ngati Whatua and Orakei Marae.



The staffing crisis especially across Auckland schools continues to deepen and there seems to
be no progress with pay negotiations. At the end of this year we lose 3 excellent teachers to
other parts of New Zealand as they look for cheaper housing and fuel costs.

We are well into planning and organising for 2019. One of the key matters we need to know are
student numbers. Obviously all our Year 6 students move on - most are going to Remuera
Intermediate, with others going to about 10 other schools.
However, it is knowing the numbers from other levels which are essential to us in planning staffing
and balanced class rolls. If your children are in New Entrants to Year 5 and are leaving, be it overseas,
around NZ or elsewhere in Auckland, we need to know. This will ensure that we prepare all the
necessary paperwork for your child’s new school and we can balance our 2019 class numbers.
Please contact Carlene  520 3739 or  ccallinan@meadowbank.school.nz









Over the holiday break contractors completed a number of projects around the school. Many
of these related to preparing for massive changes which start happening next year.
Over the summer holidays the Administration block on the senior campus finally gets
demolished. The timing relates to having a long enough time period to safely remove any
asbestos material without students around.
In week 9 the Year 3 classes in Rooms 17 to 19 need to vacate their rooms and will be relocated
into temporary accommodation for the final 7 days of 2018. The Admin offices will be
relocated into Rooms 17 to 19.
Over the summer break contractors will carry out enabling work to ensure that our school
will continue to function efficiently and effectively. More details to follow.
We also expect the Mandarin class to be relocated close to the Garden to Table classroom.
A start on the new build and a larger carpark is not expected to commence until mid-year once
all the consent hurdles have been jumped. From demolition to completion of the new
Admin / 4 classroom block is expected to take up to 18 months.
This will be the largest single building project that the school has undertaken. As a
consequence the Board of Trustees has co-opted engineer Charles Stokes onto the Board for
the duration of the project. This will ensure good succession of expertise beyond the June
2019 Board elections when David Fehl stands aside (David’s son leaves Year 6 at the end of this
year). Charles has a son in Year 2.






Room 37 & 38 catch-up Scooter Safety Programme with Constable Gordon Campbell.
Year 4 classes have their Monologue Speech finals on 6 November.
Year 5 classes have their NZ Playhouse performers on 30 October.
New Entrant / Year 1 classes have their trip to the Museum on 1 November.



Assemblies:19 October
2 November
16 November
30 November
14 December

-

Powhiri / Singing Assembly
Performing Arts (Drama, Dance, Music)
Cultural Groups (Kapa Haka, Pasifika, Chinese)
New Entrant performance
Year 6 Finale

Sports Matters
14 November
26-28 November
26 November
27 November
11 December

-

Year 3 to 6 Athletics at Mt. Smart Stadium
6-a-side Cricket Tournament
New Entrant Swimming Programme (until 7 December)
Zone Athletics
New Entrant to Year 2 Athletics Sports Day





Additionally we have:-

Year 6 and New Entrant Class photos (7 November)
Performing Arts Evening (8 November)
Parent Helpers Morning Tea (22 November)
APPA Town Hall Choir Festival (28 November)
Family Picnic (29 November)
Year 6 Graduation and Social (6 December)
Prize Giving (13 December)





Meadowbank is one of 11 schools in Auckland which are currently advertising for a new
Principal.
Applications have now closed with 11 CVs being received.
Short listing for interviews will be completed by the end of the month with interviews
scheduled for Saturday, 10 November.

As stated previously the Board of Trustees and the Management team believe that to have the best
possible teachers working with your children, we need to provide those teachers extensive professional learning opportunities. Since my last report on staff professional learning at the end of Tem 2,
the following has been undertaken:-

Earlier this year I attended the International Conference on Thinking. One of the
standout presenters was Guy Glaxton. Today my Management Team and 5 of our Year
Level Team Leaders are experiencing a full day’s seminar with him.
U-Learn Conference (Pedagogy / Technology focus) - Leigh Duncan, Ula Lologa
Oral Language - Leigh Duncan, Kim Carson, Marguerite Williams, Michele Hucker,
Language Teachers’ Conference - Amy Ko
Writing Process - Lizzy McLachlan, Ula Lologa, Tessa Bastin
Support Staff Conference - Carlene Callinan, Pauline Milliner, Steph de Frere,
Jo Badland
Beginning Teacher Seminars - Sarah van Rossen, Isabelle Benington, Jayme McKenzie,
Louise Ayling
School Financial Management - Moira Blair, Matt Aukett, Jane Butel
Incredible Years / Behaviour Management - Marguerite Williams, Holly Tudor,
Mel Liu
Science Teachers - Anna Taylor
School Library - Jade Pardy, Nicola Storey
ESOL - Carlene White
First Aid Training - Carlene Callinan, Pauline Milliner
Play Based Learning - 8 Junior Teachers
School Property Management - Moira Blair, Peter Ayson
Additionally all teachers continue to participate in both in-school and our community
of schools professional inquiry into the impact of greater Learner and Teacher Agency
on student achievement. This has been strongly supported by facilitators from
Cognition Education and Professional Learning Groups (PLGs).

We are holding an Ex-Library Book sale which will be held
on Thursday, 1 November inside the Bruce McLaren Hall
foyer - 8.30am until 3pm.
All books are a gold coin donation.

Recently I visited another school and saw an amazing Lego Work Table (see photo below). We
would love to have one like it in our Junior School. Do you have, or know of someone who has the
skills to build a similar table? Can you please get back to me  payson@meadowbank.school.nz or
Jane Butel  jbutel@meadowbank.school.nz

