Board of Trustees Newsletter
Term 1, 2018
Welcome to the 2018 school year! We hope you all had a fun and safe Christmas holiday and enjoyed the
unprecedented gorgeous weather. A special welcome to all our new families – we look forward to having
you as part of our Meadowbank community.
The Board of Trustees wanted to share a few notices with you as we start the year. This newsletter will
provide information on our drop off zone and how it works, will give you an update on property projects
we have on the go, has a reminder of who our Board of Trustees members are and will include a Q&A
session with one of those members.

Drop Off Zone on the Senior Side
The school-side of Waiatarua Road outside the school is an official Auckland Transport drop-off zone.
The purpose of the drop-off zone is to ease congestion at the start and end of the school day. It operates
on school days from 8:00-9:00am and 2:30-3:30pm.
During the times of operation drivers:
•

must not stop for longer than 2 minutes;

•

must not leave their vehicles; and

•

should move towards the front of the zone as the space in front of them becomes available.

This zone will be patrolled by Police and Auckland Transport traffic wardens who will ticket those not
following these rules. The area will be monitored daily by our staff to ensure children are safe and they will
encourage drivers to use the zone effectively. We appreciate that our staff do this and ask that everyone
treat them with the respect they deserve.
To help make this drop-off zone work well, we have the following suggestions:
1. Don’t arrive to pick up your children before 3pm. Give them time to collect their bags and walk to
the zone.
2. Park close to the footpath when in the zone to enable normal traffic to flow around the cars in the
zone.
3. Inch forward in your car as those cars in front of you leave. There is likely a long line of cars
behind you waiting to join the zone and we don’t want them cutting in front of a leaving vehicle.
4. Do not get out of your car.
If you have any questions about how the zone works, please contact a Board of Trustees member.

To think, to learn, to achieve and to consider others.

Property Update
It is a great to start the new year with confirmation that our building project will finally go ahead. The
scope of the project includes four new classrooms, a new administration area and a new staffroom - all
very necessary and well overdue. It is worth noting that the Ministry of Education is essentially only
funding the classroom spaces with the community working to fund the administration and staffroom
portion of the project. In addition, a large portion of our next five year property budget will go towards the
new build.
The process from here is that the various project consultants will be appointed and design will get
underway. We will have input to the design in order to maximise the outcomes for the school. Building is
unlikely to start until late in the year with completion likely towards the end of 2019 – ready for the 2020
school year.

Who are our Board of Trustees?

Top Row: David Fehl, Peter Ayson, Tim Traviss, Derek Phillips
Bottom Row: Sarah Valentine, Bronwyn Steptoe, Anna Thorburn (Chair), Rachel Murdoch

This newsletter we do a Q and A with, Tim Traviss, who joined the Board in 2012 and looks after the Club
Meadowbank portfolio.
Q. How long have you been a part of Meadowbank School Community?
A. My daughter began at Meadowbank School in 2011 and I joined the Board of Trustees the following year.
I have a son in Year 5 who loves coming to school each day.
Q. Why did you join the Board of Trustees (BOT)?
A. I joined the Board as I believe it is important to contribute and volunteer to the community that you live
in.
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Q. What do you enjoy most about being part of the BOT?
A. What I really enjoy about the Board is learning how the School runs. The dedication, professionalism and
enthusiasm that the Staff exhibit on a daily basis is why we have such a great school. At Board meetings,
we are often presented to by teaching staff who explain aspects of how the curriculum is taught. Their desire
and passion never cease to impress me. Peter Ayson’s strong direction and desire for the children to have
an array of educational experiences such as Garden to Table, Enviro Schools, Mandarin, Music and Waterwise make our school a great place for our children to learn in.
Q. In your view, what elements of Meadowbank School make it special?
A. I feel we are very fortunate to have programs such as Enviro Schools and Garden to Table programs in
our school. This is practical real-world education which all children need to learn. The fact that both of my
children have a willing desire to cook for themselves (albeit with interesting results) is a mark of a
successful program. I also enjoy the fact that our school is fortunate enough to have both a dedicated
Music Teacher and a PE Teacher.

2018 Meeting Dates
All meetings are held at 7 pm in the senior staffroom and are open to the public. The dates of the next three
meetings are as follows;
§

Wednesday, 21st February 2018

§

Wednesday, 21st March 2018

§

Wednesday, 11th April 2018

Contact Us
Anna Thorburn (Chair)- anna.thorburn@oceaniahealthcare.co.nz
Rachel Murdoch (Community / Deputy Chair)- rachelmurdochca@gmail.com
Derek Phillips (Finance) - drderekphillips@gmail.com
Sarah Valentine (Health and Safety) - sarah@samjam.net
David Fehl (Property) - davidfehl@outlook.co.nz
Tim Traviss (Club Meadowbank) - timothytraviss@mac.com
Peter Ayson (Principal) - principal@meadowbank.school.nz
Bronwyn Steptoe (Staff Representative) - bsteptoe@meadowbank.school.nz
For more regular updates from the Board including reminders about meeting dates, follow us on
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/MeadowbankBOT/
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