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          School NEWSLETTER  

Dear Parents 
 
It’s hard to believe that we are three weeks into the final term of 2017, and that there are barely six 

weeks of the school year left.   The first weeks have demonstrated our school’s significant links with  

other schools around NZ and overseas.  These include:- 

 The return of our teacher team from their involvement in the Auckland Sister City school  
 exchange with Ningbo, China.  Last week they presented their report to the Board of Trustees.   
 It can be accessed from our school website homepage.  
 Our involvement in the 10th Anniversary Celebrations of the Confucius Institute at Auckland  
 University.  This included involvement of Meadowbank students and myself in a promo video.  
 This can be accessed using the following link:-  https://vimeo.com/238311979   Password: CI2017 

 The video is downloadable. Please see the button at the bottom right corner. 
 Hosting  visitors from other parts of NZ (Dunedin, Christchurch), Australia (Melbourne, Sydney, 
 Brisbane), Fiji and China looking at a range of aspects of our school. 
 The bilateral exchange of teachers and students from Meadowbank and Serpell School in  
 Melbourne.  In week 1 we hosted Serpell and right now our group are in Melbourne.  Pupils and 
 staff will present a report to the November BOT meeting on Wednesday, 22 November. 

 

 
Music and the Arts play an enormous role in all good schools.  They not only provide an essential break 
from the formality of reading, writing and maths.  The brain is freed and the creativity released.  They 
also provide great showcase of opportunities around student learning  -  productions, assemblies, 
choirs, musical groups etc. 
We NEED a Music teacher for 2018.  We have advertised twice, but neither  
time has the applicant pool meet our high expectations.  If you know  
someone with musical talents and who can enthuse and inspire 5-11 year  
olds in the Performing Arts, please ask them to contact me. 

        As expressed in the recent Principal’s Survey 

        results, our biennial Multi Cultural Picnic is 

always a very popular highlight.  This is probably the biggest event on our calendar with hundreds  

enjoying a multi-cultural bonanza:- 

 Sampling foods from the dozens of cultures that are represented at our school. 

 Seeing children perform songs and dances form their cultures. 

If you haven’t completed the google questionnaire form yet, can you please complete this by tomorrow.     

https://goo.gl/forms/5fOphllNfWGA3rIg2 

This is a  night you don’t want to miss  -  mark it on your calendar, Thursday, 30 November. 

https://vimeo.com/238311979


 

 

At the end of Term 3 I attended the annual NZ Principals’ Conference.   The conference theme was 
“Remarkably Different” and it focussed on the Hauora / Well Being of students and teachers.  There 
were some remarkable presentations, including:- 
 Steve Francis, Australian Consultant  -  Principal Well Being. 
 Dr John Edwards, Australian Professor  -  Having a Confidence in Not Knowing. 
 Judge Andrew Beecroft, Children’s Commissioner  -  The Challenge of Poverty and Schools as  
 Builders of Resilience. 
 Pete Burdon  -  When Schools are in the Media. 
 Fiona McMillan  -  Lawyer – Legal issues. 
 Dr Sven Hansen  -  Resilience Institute. 
 Sir Graham Henry  -  Leadership Under Pressure. 
 
However the stand out presentation came from NZ comedian, Mike King who spoke about dealing with 
stress, anxiety, depression and suicide with a particular emphasis on young New Zealanders.  This  
closely aligned with some of the responses in our Term 3 Health Consultation. 
 
On returning home I immediately contacted Mike’s agent and we have secured Mike to present to our 
community at the start of Term 2, 2018.  Mike is making no charge for his presentation, but rather  
asking for entry by donation to an appropriate charity. 

    You will be aware that this term the major focus of PE lessons and Sports 
    sessions is on athletics.    Specialist teacher, Greg Sullivan and classroom 
teachers are teaching the skills associated with:- 
 Starting and finishing races. 
 Relay baton changes. 
 Jumping (high and long jump). 
 Throwing. 
 
All this will be put into practice at the various athletics sports events:- 
 Year 3 to 6  -  Mt. Smart Stadium, Monday, 13 November. 
 Year 5 & 6 Zones Athletics, Mt. Smart Stadium, Tuesday, 28 November. 
 New Entrants to Year 2  -  Madills Farm, Kohimarama, Tuesday, 12 December. 

We are approaching the end of the school year.  We ask those families who have not fully  
paid the donation request to please make a special effort to do so.   Without parent  
support from the donation, we couldn’t:- 
- Provide the additional classrooms (that the Ministry isn’t). 
- Allocate $120,000 towards replacing the old junior playground.  The Ministry will not fund this. 
- Build the magnificent covered court ($350,000) that was delivered in term 1 this year. 
- Allocate $250,000 to provide extra staffing over and above Ministry funded staff.  
 Specialist teachers for:-     Supporting Special Needs:- 
 Languages (Mandarin and Te Reo)    4 x additional Teacher Aides 
 Sports / Physical Education     2 x additional ESOL Aides 
 Garden to Table Programme     Reading Recovery 
 Coding and Robotics      Special Needs Support Teacher 
 Music / Performing Arts     Booster Group Teachers 

        Challenge / Extension Groups. 
If you think we are doing a great job – support us to do even better.  



 

  On Thursday, 9 November we will be holding our annual Book Dress Up Day. The theme 
  this year is 'New Zealand Children's Books', so think of characters from books by  
  Margaret Mahy, Lynley Dodd etc. or any other NZ author who has instilled in you a  
  love of reading. 
 

This year we will also be hosting a Book Exchange. On Monday, 6 November and  
Tuesday, 7 November children will be able to bring in a book from home in exchange for a token.  
On Thursday, 9 November  they will be able to use this token to select a 'new' book to take home.  

We will have 2 collection points for books.   On Monday, 6 and Tuesday, 7 November senior children 
can drop off their books in the Bruce McLaren Hall Foyer and   

Junior children can drop off their books to the Junior Staffroom. 
 
We look forward to seeing the children dressed up as their favourite character.  

 

 

We are well into planning and organising for 2018.  One of the key matters we need to know are  
student  numbers.  Obviously all our Year 6 students move on  -  most are going to Remuera  
Intermediate, with others going to about 10 other schools. 

However, it is knowing the numbers from other levels which are essential to us in planning staffing and 
balanced class rolls.  If your children are in New Entrants to Year 5 and are leaving, be it overseas, 
around NZ or elsewhere in Auckland, we need to know.  This will ensure that we prepare all the  
necessary paperwork for your child’s new school. 

Please contact Carlene  520 3739 or  ccallinan@meadowbank.school.nz.  

 

 

You may have seen in the media earlier this year that the Ministry of Education were allowing schools to 

trial cohort entry of students.  What this means is that instead of children commencing school on their 

5th birthday, school could have just four intakes per year  -  the start of each term, and children could 

begin on the start closest to their birthday.  In other words some children could commence prior to their 

5th birthday. 

After much discussion, the Senior Management Team has decided to stick with the status quo.  There 

were three major reasons behind our decision:- 

 The majority of students are simply not cognitively ready for the formalised learning routines of 

 schooling.  Having 4 year olds would be more extreme. 

 The research available on the matter.  In particular parents may wish to look at the information 

 from the Brainwave Trust.  We are looking to book Nathan Mikaere-Wallis to present to our 

 parent community in term 1 next year. 

 It would become a cost imposition on our school  -  the need to employ more teachers, earlier 

 without the appropriate additional funding from the Ministry. 

 Next Saturday, 12noon to 2.30pm  -  Bruce McLaren Hall 

 Come along and support our  first Kids for Kids Market Day. 

 Lots of stalls which include arts, crafts, gifts, homemade goodies etc. 



 

 

NOVEMBER 
 
8 NE & Y6 Photos 
 FOMS Meeting  -  7.30pm  -  Junior Staffroom 
9 Book Dress Up Day 
 Performing Arts Evening 
10 Y2 Orchard Mural Unveiling  -  9am 
11 Kids 4 Kids Market Day  -  12—2.30pm 
13 Year 3 to 6 Athletics Day @ Mt. Smart 
15 Enviro Ferns Community Clean Up - Orakei Basin 
17 Room 9 & 10 Assembly presentation  -  2.15pm  
23 MUFTI DAY (gold coin donation) 
24 Choir Assembly presentation  -  2.15pm 
27 NE & Room 10 Hilton Brown Swimming starts 
30 Multicultural Picnic 

Junior Playground:  We apologise for the delays.  We are almost there 

but container shipping delays meant that our matting, instead of being 

delivered to Auckland was off-loaded to Noumea.  Our children are  

getting very excited as they look through the safety fencing and can’t 

wait. 

Board Funded Classroom:  In the last Newsletter we explained our huge disappointment at  

experiencing further delays with the Ministry’s provision of the proposed new classroom / admin block.  

Realistically unless the Ministry allocates more funds to this project, no contractor will touch it.  If all the 

dominoes lined up and fell we couldn’t expect to see a start before March 2019  -  and even then I think 

that is optimistic. 

So the Board has committed approximately $140,000 of unbudgeted community-raised money to  

provide a brand new classroom adjacent to the hall and senior carpark. 

 We will not lose any further playground. 

 No Year 3 children / classes will be left on the junior campus. 

 Our specialist teachers remain on the senior campus where the majority of the children are  – 

 and therefore minimal learning time will be lost walking to classes. 

We are expecting the room to be on-site before the school year ends. 

DO YOU HAVE A BUSINESS YOU 

WISH TO ADVERTISE .. 

Each term a Classified Flyer is put  

together to go out to our school  

community which was compiled due to 

the high demand of people wishing to 

advertise in our school newsletter.   If you 

wish to advertise ; please contact Paula 

for further information   

 phollies@meadowbank.school.nz  

LUNCH ORDER 

When ordering your child’s lunch on-line 

please only place your child’s class  

number  -  you don’t need to state “Room” 

as this generates another class. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Meadowbank Plunket Preschool are having an  

open day on Saturday, 11 November from  

10am-12:30pm to show case their new  

playground renovations.  We welcome and invite new  

prospective families and our old families to the preschool. 

Come along to 7 Meadowbank Road, Remuera. 

If your child is going to 

Remuera Intermediate next  

year there is an Orientation  

Evening on Thursday, 16 November  -  6.30pm  -  8pm 

Meet in the School Hall. 

mailto:phollies@meadowbank.school.nz

