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          School NEWSLETTER  

Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
The middle of the school year is rapidly drawing near with next week having the shortest day.  Teachers 
are in the midst of mid-year assessments and preparing reports. 

 

 

Since 2003 Meadowbank has had a sister school relationship with Serpell Primary School in  

Templestowe, Melbourne.  In the initial years we exchanged teachers and it was a professional learning 

opportunity to look at practices in a different system.  Our teachers visited not only Serpell, but many 

other schools and they brought back lots of ideas for us to put in place here.  These included the Garden 

to Table and the Values Programmes.  In 2013 we extended the programme to include up to 20 Year 6 

students. 

 

Our 2017 exchange will involve Serpell visiting us in October and then they host us in early November.  

Teachers and students need to apply to participate.  Our teachers for this year’s exchange are  

Moira Blair (DP); Holly Tudor (Y6); Josie Marsic (Y3);  Lizzy McLachlan (Y2).  We will be calling for  

student applications next week. 

   
       Traditionally  we have supported two charities per 
year as well as the Oxfam Fair Trade Hot Chocolate Day. 
 
The two charities for 2017 were teacher nominated (endangered Maui and Hector dolphins) and student 
nominated (SPCA).  For both of these we held Mufti Days raising the following amounts:- 
 
    Oxfam Fair Trade Hot Chocolate $827.00 
    Maui and Hector Dolphins  $969.30 

     

 
 
 

A number of our old desks have found their way into a container bound for the Pacific  
Islands.  There was a high demand for the old wooden desks with demand exceeding numbers in stock.   

Due to the demand we may only be able to allocate everyone one desk  each; however we will confirm 
this on Monday once we do a final count of how many we have in stock and these need to be paid for 

and collected next Tuesday. 



      Each year these awards recognise the very best 

      teachers in New Zealand and Australia.    Meadowbank has 

      teachers who are up with the very best.   

As mentioned in the last Newsletter, to receive an award the teachers need to be nominated by parents.  

Nominations close on Thursday, 22 June.  To nominate please visit:- 

www.asg.co.nz/neita 

I am aware that parents have already nominated three teachers.   As nominations close next week, this 

is your last notification. 

 
Last Friday, the Associate Minister for the Environment, Scott Simpson, 

visited Meadowbank School to launch a new Tidy Kiwi programme  -   

Litter Less, Recycle More.   Why Meadowbank?  That decision was based on 

our school’s history in the environmental area.  The timing was unfortunate, 

but the children who stayed for the launch and who gave the Minister a guided tour of our school  

impressed our visitors.  

 

 

A couple of Newsletters ago I outlined some of the findings of the PAT programme conducted in Term 1.  

These tests are extremely valuable because they are standardised across the country  -  rural/urban, 

large/small, rich/poor communities.    For Meadowbank the key result was that our students achieve  

significantly above national norms in all test areas. 

What is the impact of teacher change on student data?  Every year we lose teachers  -  retirement,  

promotion, maternity leave , moving out of Auckland etc.  Parents are often concerned when this  

occurs.  Because of this we paid close attention to the PAT results for the children in last year’s Room 31 

(Year 5) classroom which experienced 3 teachers over the year:- 

 - Miss Josie Bell (who passed away suddenly) 

 - Mrs Viv Thompson (moved to Central Otago) 

 - Ms Moira Blair (who stood in during Term 4) 

In the year February 2016 (Year 5) to February 2017 (Y6) the data showed the progress of students and 

movement plus / minus one or more stanine levels to be within the range of the other three classes. 

 Students visiting the Life Education Caravan with Harold.   
Harold is becoming a very popular member of the school 



 

     The tail-end of the term brings numerous school trips and special 
     events.  These include:- 

     > Year 4 classes to MOTAT 
     > New Entrant & Year 1 trip to Te Tuhi Art Centre 
     > Year 5 classes  -  J Rock @ Aotea Centre 
     > Kapa Haka performing at the Remuera Library and  
      competing at the Kapa Haka Festival Orakei Marae 

     

 

We have numerous community groups wishing to use our school facilities out of school hours.  These 
facilities such as the Hall, Senior Covered Court, Junior Turf, Garden to Table Room, Music Room etc. 
have all been paid for by the school and need to be maintained.  As well as wear and tear there is also 
depreciation.  Similarly we cannot hire out the school field to after hours users if that prevents our 
school kids from using it. 

We therefore have a formal booking process and costs associated with the various areas.  If you wish to 
book use of any facility please contact the Senior  School Office  520 3739. 

 

 

Due to a visit from the Auckland City Pound we wish to advise parents that you do not  
leave your dogs tied up unattended at the school gate due to safety reasons.     

The Pound had received complaints from a neighbour and have advised that  
this is not good practice nor for the safety of our children. 

   

 

   Our junior students have been working hard on practising their poem for the up 
   coming Poetry Recital on  Thursday, 29 June at 9am. 

   Parents are welcome to come along to the Bruce McLaren Hall to watch. 

   The FOMS are looking for a volunteer to manage the online 
   school shop from Term 3.  This would include:- 

   > Loading lunches for sale each term; 
   > Liaising with the online provider (Kindo) 
   > Overseeing the Reports produced each Friday  
    (on lunch days) 
 
SAUSAGE SIZZLE will be cancelled in Term 3 unless we get some volunteers to fill the following roles:- 
 > Manage the online order  set up (as detailed above) 
 > Counters for Sausages and Biscuits 
 

If you can help with either of the above please urgently contact the FOMS  via e-mail 
  fomeadowbank@gmail.com  



 

 

 

 
 

June 
 

15 Collaborative Practice Parent Evening  -  6.45pm 
16 Kapa Haka / Maori Culture Assembly  -  2.15pm 
19 Guest Speaker Evening 
23 Sausage Sizzle Lunch 
 Room 33, 34, 35 Assembly Presentation  -  2.15pm 
26 Room 27 & 30 @ MOTAT 
27 Year 5 & 6 Sports Exchange 
 Meet the Teacher Evening for New Entrants 
28 Room 29 @ MOTAT 
29 Junior Poetry Recital  -  9am 
30 Room 31 & 38 @ MOTAT 
30 Kapa Haka visit Remuera Library 
 Pork Bun Lunch 

PLANTING DAY IN  
WAIATA RESERVE REMUERA 

 
 

The Orakei Local Board is restoring the 
stream in Waiata Reserve by getting rid of 
invasive weeds and replanting the stream 

banks with native wildlife. 
 

This is a community planting day and 
 welcome you to come along and join us 

on Sunday, 25 June  -  1pm to 3pm. 
 

For more information please contact 
Conservation Volunteers 

 0800 567 686 
 

A free sausage sizzle will be available. 
. 

 

 
 
On arrival Room 15 headed straight to the Art Room to learn about the colour wheel.  
We learnt about the primary colours and how to mix the secondary colours - green, orange and purple - 
using the 3 primary colours.  
 
We also got to mix 2 tertiary colours including a lime green.  
 
Part of our learning on this trip was finding out how colour can be used 
symbolically in art; how it can get us thinking about things that have the 
same colour. We started to think of similes like - yellow like a lemon; 
yellow like the stars in the night sky; yellow like treasure; yellow like  
expensive gold.  


